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Good evening Senator Oster, Representative Walker, and esteemed members of the Appropriations 

Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify today against the governor’s proposed budget 

for the Office of Early Childhood.  

My name is Barbara Vita; I am the coordinator for the Connecticut Children’s Collective, the state’s 

intermediary organization that connects early childhood collaboratives, from across the state, to 

the Office of Early Childhood and the State Department of Education.  I am here to speak about the 

governor’s proposed budget and how it has made no significant changes to the Office of Early 

Childhood’s budget adopted last year.  

The governor has made it known throughout the pandemic that he understands the dire straits that 

the childcare industry is in. He showed an understanding of the significance and importance that a 

good early childhood education can have for a child.  He made me believe that he sincerely took the 

charge of lifting up our struggling childcare system by recommitting to its children, parents, and 

staff, money to help relieve the childcare centers that have remained open throughout the two-year 

pandemic to care for our children. He deemed our childcare workers just as essential as doctors 

and nurses, and other frontline workers. The governor led the childcare sector to believe that he 

would in essence, put his money where his mouth was in order to stabilize, grow, and sustain our 

fragile childcare system. But, he did not. 

The childcare industry as it is, won’t negatively impact  affluent folks who have enough money to 

pay for high quality childcare—when the childcare centers continue to close, and they will, it won’t 

impact the wealthy—they will simply hire an individual to care for their children. No, the wealthy 

will be okay. It’s the middle class and poor folks in Connecticut who are going to suffer, because 

they rely on the money that has not been included in the governor’s budget to send their children to 

high quality early education programs, so they can work and provide for their families. What a 

horrible decision for parents to face: don’t work and provide for your family, or send your child—

your greatest love—into a situation that has the strong potential to do harm. 

And when these hard and horrible decisions are made, it will not be a moral failing of the parents—

it will be a moral failing on this government body and the childcare system it allowed to fail. 

Leaving our early childhood education system as it is, is the same as saying, “We don’t care about 

other people’s children.” It is the most immoral act a person can achieve—to righteously declare  

 



 
that you care about children and their futures, while deciding not to provide help and supports to 

the very folks caring for them. 

Early childhood professionals, childcare owners, and teachers, will have to choose to continue to 

work for demeaning salaries, or leave the industry all together. Which again, will leave fewer high 

quality professionals to care for our most vulnerable and innocent citizens. If I didn’t know better, 

allowing this to happen, creating a system with no other outcome but failure; a system comprised 

of largely women and people of color, serving largely poor and middle class children of color, well, 

we all know how it looks, because that is our reality. It is our shameful reality. 

It’s not too late though. You all have the ability to set things right. To choose to do the right thing by 

providing sustainable, high quality, fair-waged, childcare centers so our infants, babies, toddlers, 

and young children can thrive and learn and grow at home, as well as throughout their early 

education and entire academic careers. I hope so much that you choose to do the right thing. I 

suppose it would be hard to be you if you chose to do nothing.  

Thank you for your time. I appreciate it. I’m sorry if my words have been harsh, but my words have 

been truthful. And as we all know, the truth is often times hard to hear. So I appreciate you 

listening. 
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